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FOURTH EDITION. 


INCE the former Editions of the 
following Diſcourſe, many animad- 
. reals upon it have been publiſhed. 
Under the abuſe with which ſome of 
them are accompanied; I have been 
comforted by finding myſelf Joined to 
the City of Parris, and the National 
Aſſembly of Fzancs. I cannot think 
of employing my time in making any 
replies. Knowing that it has been the 
labour of my life to promote thoſe in- 
tereſts of liberty, peace, and virtue, 
which I reckon the beſt intereſts of 
| mankind; and believing that I have 
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(In ) 
not laboured quite in vain, I feel a 
ſatisfaction that no oppoſition can take 
from me, and ſhall ſubmit myſelf in 
ſilence to the judgment of the Public, 
without taking any other notice of the 
abuſe I have met with, than by men- 
tioning the following inſtance of it. 
In p. 49, I have adopted the words 
of Scripture, Mow Jerzeft thou thy ſer- 
vun depart in pence, and expreſſed my 
gratitude to God for having ſpared my 
life to fee a © diffuſion of knowledge 
that has undermined ſuperſtition and 
te error, 4 vaſt kingdom ſpurning at 
1 flavery, and an arbitrary Monarch 
rd in triumph and ſurrendering 
* himſelf to his ſubjects. Theſe 
words have occaſioned a compari- 
fon of me (by Mr. Burks, in his 
Reflections on the Revolution in 
France) to Hucu Prrers, attended 
Eos =: "oth 


* 
with an intimation that, like him, 7 
may not die in peace; and he has de- 
ſeribed me, p. 99, &c. as a barbarian 


delighted With blood, profaning Scrip- 
ture, and exulting in the riot and 


ſlaughter at Verſailles on the 6th of 
October laſt year, I hope I ſhall be 
credited when, in anſwer to this horrid 

miſrepreſentation and menace, I aſſure 
the Public that the events to which I 
referred in theſe words were not thoſe 
of the 6th of October, but thoſe only 

of the x4th of July and the ſubſequent 

days; when, after the conqueſt of the 
BasTILE, the King of Francs ſought 
the protection of the National Aſſem- 
bly, and, by his own defire, was con- 
ducted, amidſt acclamations never be- 
fore heard in Francs, to Paris, there 


to ſhew himſelf to his people as the 


reterer of their liberty. 
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| . am indeed ſurpriſed that Mr. 
 Buxxx could want candour ſo much as 
to ſuppoſe that I had any other events 


( * 


in view. The letters quoted by him 
in p. 99 and 128, were dated in Fuly 


1 789, and might have ſhewn him that 


he was injuring both me and the wri- 
ter of thoſe letters. But what candour 
or what moderation can be expect- 


| ed in a perſon ſo frantic with zeal 


for hereditary claims and ariſtocratical 
diſtinctions as to be capable of decry- 
ing popular rights and the aid of phi- 


loſophy in forming goverments ;- of 


lamenting that the age of Chivalry is 
gone; and of believing that the in- 
ſults offered by a mob to the Queen of 


France have extinguiſhed for ever the 
glory of EuRO EF 


The Poſtſeript in p. 45 * all in 
the Appendix after p. 34, have been 


added 1 in this edition, 


(vi 
More intended for 5p. 34, c. 5 


Mr. Buxxs, in his Reflections on the 
Revolution in FRANCE, denies ſeveral 1 
of the principles which in theſe pages ; 
are ſaid to be the principles of the 
Revolution. He aſſerts that our Kings || 

do not derive their right to the Crown 
from the choice of their People, and 
that they are not reſponſible to them. 
And yet, with wonderful inconſiſt- 
ency, he intimates, p. 123, that a 
wicked King may be puniſhed, pro- 
vided it 1s done with dignity ; and he 
is under the neceſſity of granting that 
King Jawss was juſtly deprived of his 
Crown for miſconduct. In p. 19, he 
mentions the legal conditions of the 
compact of ſovereignty by which our 
Kings are bound. The ſucceſſion of 
the Crown he calls a ſucceſſion by lau; | 
and the law, p. 28, he calls an an. 
tion Tome the common agreement and 


original 


( vill ) 
original compact of the State, and the 
Conſtitution alſo he calls the engage- 


ment and pact of Society. In p. 26, he 


Cites, as an authority againſt the right 
of the People to chuſe their own Go- 
vernors, the very Act for ſettling the 
crown on William and Mary which 
was an exerciſe of that e and the 
words of which are: „The Lords 
« and Commons do in the name of 
ce all the people ſubmit themſelves, 


their heirs and poſterities for ever,” 


&c. &c, This Act having been paſſed 
on purpoſe to eſtablith a change in the 
ſucceſſion for miſconduct, it cannot 


be ſuppoſed that it was intended to 


deprive the nation for ever of the 


power of making again any ſuch 


change, whatever reaſons appearing 


to the nation ſufficient might occur. 
That is, it cannot be ſuppoſed that it 


was the intention of the Act to ſub- 
th 2 | e ject 


5 
ject the nation for ever to any tyrants 
that might happen to ariſe in the new 
line of ſucceſſion. And yet this is the 
ſenſe in which Mr. Buzxs ſeems. to 
underſtand it; and he grounds upon 
it his rcon in p. 27, © that ſo far 
« was the nation from acquiring by 
ce the Revolution a right to ele& our 
« Kings, that, if we had poſſeſſed it 
« before, the Engliſh nation did then 


moſt ſolemnly renounce and abdi- 


1% 


* 


0 


« gate it for. themſelves and for all 


«* their poſterity for ever.” Mr. 
Buxxz, before he publiſhed this aſſer- 
tion, ſhould have attended to a ſub- 
ſequent Act, which has been recom- 
mended to my notice by the truly 
patriotic EAxL STANHO E. I mean the 


Act of the 6th of Anne, chap. 7th, by 


which it is enacted that, if any perſon 
© ſhall by writing or printing maintain 
« and athrm that the Kings or Queens 
| of 
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make laws and ſtatutes of ſufficient 
&& validity to limit the Crown, and the 
| 5 deſcent, inheritance and government 


Finances, which ſtates, that an enumeration (in which 


fore, the right multiplier of the births was 315; and if 


been ſpecified. 


(x= 
ce of this realm, with and by the autho- 
« rity of Parliament, azz not ABLE tO 


* thereof, every ſuch perſon ſhall be 


“ guilty of Ho TREASON, &c.“ 


P 0 8 er 11 
be 0 the Obſervations on the Population of France, p. i, Ke. 


In the Joux x AlL of the Debates and Decrees of the 
National Aſſembly of FRANCE for Oct. 4th, 1790, I 
find an Extract from a Report delivered to the Aſſembly 
by M. Du PonrT, in the name of the Committee of 


only deficiencies could be ſuſpected) made in 1786, of the 
inhabitants of the Generality of Paris, excluſive of the 
City itſelf, had diſcovered the number of inhabitants to 
be 1,198,000, though. a multiplication of the births by 
26 had made them only 998,000. In this caſe, there- 


this was alſo the right multiplier of the births for the 
whole Kingdom in 1780, the inhabitants of France were 
then TIR TY MitLiows, even on the ſuppoſition that 
the returns were not "deficient in the manner that has 


ADDITIONS, Se. 


the 14th of July a very reſpectable company, 
- conſiſting of ſeveral hundreds of Gentlemen, met at the 


'4 Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand , to celebrate 


the firſt Anniverſary of the glorious Revolution in 


: France, Earl STANHOPE in the Chair, AC 1 meet- 


ing Dr. Price gave, as a toaſt, 
An ALLIANCE between FRANCE and Gn 


TAIN, for N peace, and my the world | 


happy. 
This toaft was introduced by the EN. Addreſs 
to the company. 1 
GRENTLEME FW, 
IN conſequence of five wars in which we have been 
involved ſince the Revolution in 1688, the kingdom is 


now ſinking under a load of debts, which render it in- 


capable of meeting another war without the utmoſt 


danger. For certainly there is a limit, beyond which 


if we go in adding to our debts, ruin muſt follow; and 


one more war may bring us to that limit. 
A long period of peace, therefore, to give us time 


for the redemption of our debts, is neceſſary to our ſe- 


curity; and, perhaps, even to our exiſtence.—In 


France there is a diſpoſition to unite itſelf to us, by an 


alliance for maintaining and perpetuating peace. Such 
an alliance would be an union between the two firſt 
kingdoms in the world, for the nobleſt purpoſe. It 
would be an effect worthy of that union of philoſophy 
to politics, which diſtinguiſhes the preſent æra of the 


world. It might ſave Britain. It would bleſs the 


world, and complete the hopes of all the friends of 
human liberty and happineſs. I can ſay, from very 


reſpectable authority, that there has been a deſign form- 
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ed, in the National Aſſembly of France, to cakes 2 


wc 


propoſal of ſuch an alliance to this country O 
6 heavenly philanthropiſts ! well do you deſerve the ad- 

cc miration not only of your own country, but of all 
ce countries. You have already determined to renounce, 

< for ever, all views of conqueſt, and all ofen/ive wars. 
< This is an inſtance of wiſdom and attention to human 
<« rights which has no example, But you will do more. 
“ You will invite Great-Britain to join you in this 
cc determination, and to enter into a compact with you 
<« for promoting peace on earth and good-will among 
« men.” . | 


GENTLEMEN, | 
SUCH are the fruits of the glorious Re- 
volution which we are this day celebrating. It pro- 
miſes a new and better order in human affairs. The 


paſſions of Kings and their Miniſters have too often 
and too long involved nations in the calamities of war. 


But now (thanks to the National Aſſembly of France) 
the axe is laid to the root of this cauſe of human miſe- 
ry, and the intrigues of Courts are ors to loſe their 


power of embroiling the world. 


In this kingdom we have been uſed to wink of the 
people of France as our natural enemies; and however 
abſurd, as well as ungenerous and wicked, ſuch lan- 
guage was, it admitted of ſome excuſe while they con- 
ſiſted only of a monarch and his ſlaves. But now, 
with a ſpirit that aſtoniſhes mankind, and that makes 


tyrants tremble, they have broke their yoke, they have 
aſſerted their rights, and made themſelves as free as 
ourſelves, In doing this, we have been an example to 
* THEM, THszy are now become an example to vs; 
and we bare reaſon to expect, that they will foon 


crown 


APPENDIX, 37 
crown their glorious work by calling upon us to meet 
them (not as formerly in- fields of blood at the com- 
mand of a deſpot), but on the ſacred ground of liberty, 
to embrace us as brethren, to exchange vows with us 
of eternal amity, and to ſettle the terms of a confede- 


ration for extending the bleſſings of peace and liberty 


through the world Thus united, the two kingdoms 
will be omnipotent. They will ſoon draw into their 
confederation HoLLanD, and other countries on 
this ſide the Globe, and the United States of AME- 
RICA on the other; and, when alarms of war come, 
they will be able to ſay to contending nations, PEACE, 
and there will be PEACE, 1505 | 
I have therefore thought that it would be worthy of 
- thisreſgeRable company on this moſt animating occaſion, 
to expteſs its wiſhes of ſucceſs to the propoſal I have 
mentioned, by drinking, 
An Alliance between Fx ax cE and 33 
rA for perpetuating Peace, and making the world 
happy. Amen and Amen II! 


1 This addreſs, together with a reſolution propoſed by 
Mr. Sheridan, expreflive of the joy of the company 

in the extenſion of liberty to France, and of its wiſhes 
of eternal amity between the two kingdoms, were con- 
veyed to the National Aſſembly of Fx Ax cx, and there 
received with applauſe——The ſentiments in this ad- 
dreſs have alſo been echoed, with the warmeſt zeal; in * 
letters from many different ſocieties and diſtricts in 
France, One of theſe letters has been ſelected for pub- 
| lication in this Appendix, becauſe directed more particu» 
larly to the propoſer of the toaſt juſt OY: and an- 
ſwered by him. | | | 
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Copy of a Letter from the Difrig of Quimezs, 


in the Department of FinisTERRE, conveyed by the 
Duke de la Rocyerovcaul, and figned by M. 
Francois Noel Bremaudiere, Prefident of the 
Diftrif, and tha other principal Magiſtrates and 
| Citizens. | 
Bretagne, Aug. 4. 1790. 
| Mitition, . | 
Nous, avons eté attendris juſqi aux larmes en liſant 
le Diſcours que que l'amour de Phumanite vous a difte 


dans PAflemblee des amis de la Revolution de la Grande 


Bretagne. C'eſt avec une emotion que nos expreſſions 
ne peuvent rendre, que nous voyons des citoyens Anglais 
developper des principes de libertẽ que le Cœur des 


Francais cherit avec tant d*Enthoufiaſme. Vous Pavez 


obſerve, homme genereux, quand le deſpotiſme aviliſſait 
les Francais, alors nos deux Nations ne pouvaient etre 
unies ; mais aujourd'hui l'amour de la liberte nous eleve 
à votre niveau, et les deux premiers empires de I'univers 
ne poivent plus former en le jour qu'une meme famille 
qui par Funion de fes enfans. doit eveiller le courage de 
touts les peuples eſclaves en donnant à leurs deſpotes 
inſenſes la legon la plus accablante, | 
Nous ne le croirons jamais, non jamais des Anglais 

voudront proſtituer leurs bras à combattre la liberte 
naiſſante; et fi des miniſtres temeraires ofaient les armer 
contre nous, à la premiere rencontre de nos Armees 
les amis de la liberte ſe reconnaitraient et loin de ſe 
combattre ils cimenteraient par des embraſſements fra- 
ternels l' union qui doit raſſembler à jamais deux peuples 
deſtinẽs a montrer a l' univers etonnẽ exemple de toutes 


| les vertus ſociales. 


5 
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El eft cher a nos cœurs d'avoir 4 vous rendre compte 

de Padmiration que cauſe à nos citẽs votre patriotiſme 

perſonnel. Des opinions auſſi belles, quand vous les pro- 

feſſez, ne peuvent manquer de rallier ſur le globe touts 
les vrais amis de I'humanite. 


Dzs CrTovens Du DisTRICT DE QUIMPER 
FTE DePARTMENT DE FINNISTERRE. 
FrAncors Nogr BREMAUDIERE PRESIDENT | 


pu D1sTRICT. | " 
ChAxILESS LE SAwN DU Drazcrome |: vv 
Disrkicr. | 


AMBRoOsE DU HarrorD Abinyriaiers 
pu Disrxicr, &c. &c. 


8 e 
g ¶ the foregoing Letter, 
8 I R, 

We have been affected even to tears in reading the 

diſcourſe which the love of mankind dictated to you 
at the meeting of the friends of the Britiſh Revolution. 

It is with an emotion which we cannot expreſs that we 

ſee Engliſh Citizens developing thoſe principles of 

liberty which the hearts of Frenchmen cheriſh with 

ſo much enthuſiam. You have obſerved, that 
when Frenchmen were debaſed by deſpotiſm, the two 

kingdoms could not unite ; but now, fince the love of | ö 

liberty has raiſed us to your level, the two firſt king» 

doms in the world ought to form only one family, en- 

couraging by the union of its children all enſlaved coun- 

tries, and giving to unfeeling deſpots a leſſon that way 

everwhelm them. 


” 
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6 It has not been poſſible for us to believe that the 
people of England would proſtitute their arms by op- 
poſing them to the riſing liberty of France ; but 
ſhould any raſh and daring miniſters attempt this, we 


are perſuaded that, at the firſt onſet, the friends of li- 


berty in the two countries would recognize one ano- 
ther, and, far from fighting, would cement by fraternal 
embraces that union which ought ever to ſubſiſt between 
two nations deſtined to exhibit to the aſtoniſhed world 
an example of all the ſocial virtues. We are hap- 
py in giving you this teſtimony of our admiration. 
Principles ſo excellent when profeſſed by you, cannot 
fail to draw together, throughout the world, all the 
true friends of mankind, 


Tus CiT1zgNs OF THE Droraccr 
OF QUIMPER, 


ANS W E R. 


Lenpen, O. 14, 1790. 
GENTLEMEN, 5 


THE letter which has bern reveal to me 
by your excellent fellow-citizen and co-patriot M. de 
Rachefoucauld, brought me a teſtimony of your approba- 
tion, on which I ſet a high value. Such notice confers 
a greater honour than any that titles can give or kings. 
beſtow. Accept my thanks for thus encouraging the 


attempts of a feeble individual to ſerve the beſt of all 


cauſes. The Diſcourſe delivered on the 14th of July, 
at-the feaſt in London for celebrating the Anniverſary 


of the glorious Revolution in France, and which you 
3% 8 IS | ve: 
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have thus honoured, was indeed an emanation from a 
heart warm with zeal to promote peace and philan- 
thropy among nations, and with an admiration of that 
diſdain of flavery which now pervades your country, 
and which has produced there a Revolution unparalleled 
in hiſtory, to which philoſophers and virtuous men are 
now looking as a noble burſt of the human mind from 
the fetters of ſlavery and ſuperſtition, and the com- 
mencement of a general reformation in the govern- 
ments of EUROPE. May Heaven proſper the great 
work, and grant that no adverſe event may interrupt its 
progreſs, or prevent its happy completion !—Hitherto the 
world has groaned under deſpots ; and the beſt intereſts 
of ſociety have fallen a facrifice to their paſſions and 
follies. We are now ſeeing the dawn of better times, 
and the example of France is likely to increaſe it into a 
' glorious effulgence. From the inſtruction there given, 
the world will learn, that, as ſubjects of government and 
law, all men are equal ; that in every State the Majeſ- 
ty of the People is the only Sacred Majeſty ; that all 
civil authority is a truſt from them; that its end is not to 
take away, but toeſtabliſh liberty, by protecting equally 
all honeſt citizens; and that the governing power in every 
nation ought to be, not the will of any man or claſſes 
of men pretending to (hereditary rights, but the col- 
lected wiſdom of the nation drawn from the general 
maſs *, and concentered in a NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 
by ſuch modes of election, and ſuch an extenſion of its 


*The Send of Ba TTAIN would be nearly ſuch a Govern= 
ment as is here meant, and jts- conſtitution all that the writer of this 
letter can wiſh to ſee it, were the three States that compoſe it perfectly 
independent of one another, and the Houſe of Commons in particular, 
an equal and fair repreſentation of the kingdom, guarded againſt cor- 


roption by being frequently renewed, and the excluſion of placemen and 
penſioners, 


rights 
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rights, as form a part of the new e of 
France. 

Jam, — 


With the greateſt reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 
RICHARD PRICE. 


On the 4th of November, in this year 1790, the An- 
niverſary of the Britiſh Revolution was celebrated, as 
uſual, at the Lonjdon Tavern. 
At this Feaſt Dr. Price gave, as a toaſt, 
The Parliament of e e it become a Na- 
TIONAL aſſembly. 
By - this toaſt no more was meant than to caſe 
wiſhes of ſuch a reform in the repreſentation of the 
kingdom, as that the Parliament, conſiſting of Lords 
and Commons, might be juſtly deemed a National 
Aſſembly; that is, an aſſembly truly repreſenting the 
nation, and ſpeaking its voice. — But another ſenſe hav- 


ing been given it, totally foreign to the intention of 


the: propoſer and of the company that applauded it, 
it becomes proper to publiſh the following introduc- 
tion to it and explanation of it, which the propoſer had 
| prepared, but was not able to deliver. | 
4 It is a truth almoſt ſelf evident, that it is the col- 
4e lected wiſdom and virtue of a nation that ought to 
e govern it: and that, conſequently, in order to con- 
cc ſtitute the beſt form of government, it is neceſſary to 
« eſtabliſh ſuch modes of election, and ſuch an ex- 
c tenſion of the rights of election, as ſhall beſt tend to 
40 ua into the Go allembly of a nation the 
6 greateſt 
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= oreatelt quantity poſſible of the national wiſdom and 
c virtue. There can ſcarcely be better arrange 
« ments for this purpoſe than thoſe which have been 
ec lately adopted in FRANCE, and which form a _ of 
« its new conſtitution. 

« That kingdom has been divided into nine re- 
cc gions; and theſe regions have been ſubdivided into 
« $3 departments, It has been further divided into 
« 249 equal ſections, called territories ; and to each 
cc of theſe territories a right is given to one repreſenta- 
« tive in the National Aſſembly. Its population is 
tc likewiſe to be divided into 249 equal parts, to each 
« of which is in like manner annexed a right to one 
60 repreſentative; and the ſame is true of the contribu- 
te tions to the revenue; ſo that the number of repre- 
« ſentatives conſtituting the legiſlative body will be here. 
e after three times 249, that is 747, or nine for each 
« of the departments taking them one with another, 
« ſome departments ſending more than nine, and ſome 
C fewer., according to the greater or ſmaller number of 
. the equal parts juſt mentioned, of population and 
« contributions which they contain. In conſequence 
| & of theſe arrangements, France muſt continue always 
& equally and fairly repreſented : and a body of conſti- 
e tuents, equal in number and in their contributions, 
. & will always appoint an equal number of . 
44 tives. 

« But what deſerves moſt to be attended to, is the 
© manner in which” theſe repreſentatives are ta be 
ce elected. 

« The maſs of the 3 (not paupers, or mi- 
e nors, or in ſervitude), are entitled to votes. Their 
votes are to be delivered in the cantons where | 


cc "7 
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ce they reſide; but the perſons thus elected are not to 
ce be the repreſentatives, but the e/efors of the repre- 
ct ſentatives: that is, the body of the people are to 
«« ſelect ſuch perſons in every department as they ſhall 


3 «© think fitteſt for the office of chuſing for them ſuch. 
: «perſons as ſhall be beſt qualified to regrelimt them in 


ce the National Aſſembly. This mode of appointing 


e the members of a Legiſlative Aſſembly in a great 


<« kingdom was firſt ſuggeſted by Mr. Hunz, in one 
ce of his political eſſays, entitled, An Idea of a per- 
« fet Commonwealth,” And perhaps a method better 
« fitted to exclude cortuption from elections, and to 
<« collect into a legiſlature as much as poſſible of the 
ce ability and wiſdom uh a 3 can OY be 
ve, e 

«© Compared oleh ſuch a e What is 
c ours ?—Thbe compariſon is tod humiliating 
* The correction of the abuſes in our ee 


sought to be the firſt object of the zeal of every Bri- 
(e ton. While theſe abuſes continue, our conſtitution 
* cannot be conſidered as a free conſtitution, except 
«in theory and form. It wants that counterpoiſe or 


6 independence of the three ſtates on one another, in 
« which its eſſence as a free conſtitution conſiſts; and 


es the boaſts we make of it are ridiculous. 


Equality of repreſentation is the baſis of public 
<« liberty. It is the one thing needful in our government. 
« Let us then drink the Parliament of ad. oor it | 
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